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called away to his mutt (religious foundation) a few-
weeks after Tambiran left. So no one was left to look
after the Swami. But with the increasing fame of the
Swami there was no difficulty in respect of food-supply.
Many came with their occasional food-offerings, and a
few undertook a regular supply of food, each insisting
that he or she should have the merit of feeding this ascetic.
The only difficulty was to keep the rush away from. the-
Swami after Nayinar left as there was no permanent-
attendant to perform that function. In a few months^,
even this was solved.

There was a Malayali by name Palaniswamy carrying
on the worship of God Vinayaka in the town, and living
upon the Naivedya (food offered to the God) as his soli-
tary meal for the day, not even using salt for seasoning,
One Srinivasa lyer, seeing him at this devotion to the
image, advised him to drop it or alter his course. <( What
use/' said lyer, (< is there in spending your lifetime with
this stone Swami ? There is a young Swami in flesh and
blood at Gurumurtam. He is steeped in austerities
(Tapas1) like the youthful Dhruva mentioned in the
Puranas. If you go and serve him, and adhere to him,,
your life would serve its purpose." Others also pointed
out to him that the Swami had no attendant, and that it
was a blessing to serve such a rapt soul. Spurred on by
such encomia Palaniswamy went to Gurumurtam, saw
the Swami and at once realised that he had discovered
his Saviour. At first Palaniswamy continued his worship
at the Vinayakar temple, but in a short while his faith
in the living Guru increased and became all-absorbingy
so that he discontinued his worship at the temple. Thus
the old order changed, yielding place to new ; and God